LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) An endoscope hood comprising: 

a cylindiical main hood body wliich has a c c nti - al axis and is fitted aromid an o uter 
ciixumfc re ntial sm - fac c of a distal end p ortion of an insertion section of an endoscope, tlic cylindi ' ical 
main ho o d body including: 

a fixing porti o n loca t ed substantially in a cen te r as viewed in an axial direction of t h e c e n t ral 
axis, the fixing portion all o wing an imier circumf e rential sui - face of the main hood body to be 
forcibly fixed to the o uter circumference of tlie distal e nd porti o n o f the e ndoscope; 

a projection extending proj e c te d firom [[the]] a distal end portion of th e mahi h o od body an 
insertion section of an endoscope , the projection being pr o j e c t ed in tlie axial direction by a 
pred e termin e d length to separate an optical member for observation fi-om an object to be imaged 
in a s t at e where t he when the endoscope hood fixing portion is fixed to th e outer circumference of 
the distal end portion of the insertion section of the endoscope; and 

a fixing portion located proximallv of the projection, an inner surface of the fixing portion 
configured to be pressed against a circumferential surface of the insertion section to fix the 
endoscope hood to the insertion section of the endoscope: and 

a non- fastened portion located proximally of the fixing portion, the non-fastened portion 
including a portion which is not fixed to the circumferential surface of the insertion section of the 
endoscope when the fixing portion is pressed against the outer circumference of the insertion section 
of the endoscope a t a reai - e nd of the main hood body, th e non-fastened portion being fitt e d with the 
out e r ch - cumfercncc of tlic distal end p o rtion of t lic e nd o scope witliout b e mg fast e ned . 

2. (Currently Amended) An endoscope hood according to claim 1, wherein the 
non-fastened portion includes at least one finger-engagement portion which defines a predetermined 
gap with reference to the out e r circumfer e nc e circumferential surface of the insertion section distal 
e nd porti o n of the endoscope when the endoscope hood is fixed to the distal end portion of the 
insertion section of the endoscope . 
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3. (Currently Amended) An endoscope hood according to claim 2, wherein the 
non-fastened portion includes: a convex portion projecting outwardly which is pai - t of tlic oute r 
circumferential surface of the main hood body, and wliich is projected outward from the ou t er 
circumferential surface of the insertion section distal end portion of the endoscope to define the 
predetermined gap with reference to the circumferential surface of the insertion section of the 
endoscope : and a tiglat-contact portion which is in tigjrt contact with the insertion section distal end 
porti o n of the endoscope, the finger-engagement portion being formed by the convex portion. 

4. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 1, wherein the non-fastened 
portion includes a tongue portion projected rearward from a rear end of the fixing portion. 

5. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 1 , wherein: 

the non-fastened portion includes a protrusion projected rearward from a rear end of the 
fixing portion; and 

the fixing portion includes a to-be-split portion along which the fixing portion is spUt off 
when the protrusion is tumed up and pulled. 

6. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 5, wherein the to-be-split 

portion is a thin portion of the fixing portion, the thin portion being thinner than other portions of 
the fixing portion. 

7. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 5, wherein the to-be-split 
portion includes cutout sections formed in the fixing portion, the cutout sections including a notch 
directed rearward of the fixing portion, and a groove extending from the notch toward a distal end 
of the fixing portion. 

8. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 5, wherein the to-be-spUt 
portion includes a U-shaped groove formed in the fixing portion, a portion of the fixing portion 
which defines a bottom of the U-shaped groove being thirmer than other portions of the fixing 
portion. 
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9. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 5, wherein the to-be-split 
portion includes perforations, the perforations being holes formed in the fixing portion in a row 
extending in the axial direction. 

10. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 1 , wherein: the non-fastened 
portion includes a string member, the string member comprising an embedded portion embedded in 
the fixing portion, and a protrusion protruding rearward firom a rear end portion of the fixing portion, 
and the fixing portion includes a to-be-split portion along which the fixing portion is spUt off when 
the protrusion is tumed up and pulled. 

11. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 2, wherein the projection includes 
a long-axis portion having a first projection length and a short-axis portion having a second 
proj ection length shorter than the first proj ection length, and the finger-engagement portion is formed 
at a position corresponding to the long-axis portion. 

12. (New) An endoscope hood, comprising: 

a projection extending firom the a distal end portion of an insertion section of an endoscope 
to separate an optical member for observation fi-om an object to be imaged when the endoscope hood 
is fixed to the distal end portion of the insertion section of the endoscope; 

an integral section formed integrally with the projection at a distal end side of the projection 
and located at an outer circumferential surface of the insertion section when the endoscope hood is 
attached to the insertion section of the endoscope, the integral section having a fixing portion 
configured to be pressed against the outer circumferential surface of the insertion section to attach 
the endoscope hood to the endoscope, and having a removing portion to permit the endoscope hood 
to be removed from the endoscope. 

13. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 12, wherein the removing portion is 
formed of a convex portion for finger engagement, which defines a gap with reference to the outer 
circumferential surface of the insertion section of the endoscope. 
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9. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 5, wherein the to-be-spht 
portion includes perforations, the perforations being holes formed in the fixing portion in a row 
extending in the axial direction. 

10. (Original) An endoscope hood according to claim 1 , wherein: the non-fastened 
portion includes a string member, the string member comprising an embedded portion embedded in 
the fixing portion, and a protrusion protruding rearward firom a rear end portion of the fixing portion, 
and the fixing portion includes a to-be-split portion along which the fixing portion is split off when 
the protrusion is tumed up and pulled. 

11. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 2, wherein the projection includes 
a long-axis portion having a first projection length and a short-axis portion having a second 
projection length shorter than the first projection length, and the finger-engagement portion is formed 
at a position corresponding to the long-axis portion. 

12. (New) An endoscope hood, comprising: 

a projection extending fi-om the a distal end portion of an insertion section of an endoscope 
to separate an optical member for observation firom an object to be imaged when the endoscope hood 
is fixed to the distal end portion of the insertion section of the endoscope; 

an integral section formed integrally with the projection at a distal end side of the projection 
and located at an outer circumferential surface of the insertion section when the endoscope hood is 
attached to the insertion section of the endoscope, the integral section having a fixing portion 
configured to be pressed against the outer circumferential surface of the insertion section to attach 
the endoscope hood to the endoscope, and having a removing portion to permit the endoscope hood 
to be removed fi*om the endoscope. 

13. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 12, wherein the removing portion is 
formed of a convex portion for finger engagement, which defines a gap with reference to the outer 
circumferential surface of the insertion section of the endoscope. 
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14. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 12, wherein the removing portion 
includes a portion configured to be held by a user for removing the endoscope hood from the 

insertion end of the endoscope. 

1 5. (New) An endoscope hood according to claim 1 4, wherein at least a portion of the 
fixing portion includes a to-be-split portion configured to be split when the endoscope hood is 
removed from the insertion end of the endoscope. 

16. (N ew) An endoscope hood according to claim 1 3 , wherein the proj ection includes 
a first part having a first projection length and a second part having a second projection length 
shorter than the first projection length, and the convex portion is formed at a position corresponding 
to the first part. 
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